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LEVEL 7—-UPPER ADVANCED

0. PROFILE OF STUDENTS

General Description:

The B level student is called "an independent user” of the language, which implies the implementation of
the appropriate linguistic competences in daily transactions, socia interactions, and the reception and
production of certain texts with a sufficient level of autonomy to able to perform most tasks involving the
use of language in a Spanish speaking country.

Description from the CEFR:
Level B2
e Can understand the main ideas of complex text on both concrete and abstract topics, including
technical discussionsin hig/her field of specialisation.
e Caninteract with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular interaction with native
speakers quite possible without strain for either party.
e Can produce clear, detailed text on awide range of subjects and explain a viewpoint on atopical
issue giving the advantages and disadvantages of various options.

Description from the Language Curriculum of the Instituto Cervantes:

e Asfor social transactions, the B-level student is ableto carry out the tasks involved in
satisfying his/her personal needs (beyond the basic ones) when living in a Spanish-spesking
country and related to a great variety of situations (public services, work, school, health, etc.)
This also meansthat he or sheis able to cope with setbacks he or she may have when fulfilling
these tasks.

e Asfor social interactions, the B-level student is able to communicate with native speakersin a
wide variety of situations within different social, work and academic domains in Spanish-
speaking countries. He or sheis able to convey both concrete and abstract information.

e Asfortexts, the B-Level student is able to understand oral/written texts related to topics of
his/her interest, likes and dislikes, and to his/her field of specialisation. Furthermore, he or sheis
able to recognize the conventions of the genre being used, to discern main ideas and other type
of lessrelevant information (establish a hierarchy of information), and to express his/her
opinions by reacting to the information conveyed in the texts. The texts (written and oral) that a
B-level student is able to understand and produce have a clear structure and are presented in an
accessible format, although these texts have a clear layout, due to their medium level of
complexity, all the information may not be completely explicit. They may also require quite a
degree of familiarity with the target culture

CLM specific characteristics:

e Given the nature of immersion teaching at CLM, during classroom instruction the B-level
student develops strategies and linguistic and cultural knowledge which enable them to face
these transactions outside the classroom, while al so reflecting on the individual experiencein
classroom instruction.

e Inlanguage courses at CLM the students perform tasks inside and outside the classroom that
allow them to develop strategies and linguistic and cultural knowledge that enable them to face
the characteristic social interactions of an independent social agent.

In-classinstruction, whenever possible, is connected to students’ needs and therefore fosters both the
development and expansion of the linguistic functions necessary to face the above mentioned social
interactions. For example, for the B-level students who want to get involved in the academic community
of Granadain order to pursue a degree or take content-based courses at the university, in-class instruction
focuses especially on the linguistic and academic skills necessary to function in the characteristic
interactions of this domain.
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1. Intercultural Competence (Examples)
Contexts for publicity: customs and habits of families, social class references, rhythms of life.

Historical eventsin Spain or Latin America: the Mexican Revolution, the Spanish civil war, the
Arab rulein Spain and the Christian Reconquest.

Habits of social behaviour. Gossip.

Media: radio, newspapers, gossip magazines.

Products of Spanish origin that have social consolidation and international dissemination (table
football, the Spanish card deck, the Chupachup, etc.) and comparison with other countries.
Literary works and characters of world significance: Don Juan, Don Quixote, La Celestina, etc.
The evolution of the Spanish language.

Sayings.

2. Learning Competences (Examples of strategies) same for levels4-7

Conversational strategies to check understanding (Do you understand what | mean?) ask for
partial clarification (What do you mean by ...?) etc. required for cooperative work.

Keeping alearning journal.

Analyze the progress of learning through self-assessment questionnaires provided by the teacher,
created by the group or from published documents (such as the European Language Portfolio).
Create apersonal dictionary of expressions, vocabulary, conversational resources, etc. learned in
interactions outside of class.

Using reference works (dictionaries, glossaries, grammars, etc..) to manage independent learning
of needs from previous levels.

Using internet tools to support independent learning or to practice the language.

Note taking in class.

Strategies for lexical enrichment of written texts using thesauri, collocations, etc.

Self-correction of own production with the teacher's guide and reference works.

Correction of classmates' production.

Search for rea life situations similar to those in class to put into practice what has been learned

3. Communicative Competence

3.1 Language activities (same for level 6)
Listening comprehension.
General CEFR descriptor:

Understand the main ideas of linguistically complex speech that addresses both concrete and
abstract topics made in astandard dialect, including technical discussionsin hisher speciality.
Understands extended speech and complex lines of argument provided the topic is reasonably
known and the conversation devel ops with explicit markers.

Understand any type of speech, both face to face conversations and broadcast, on common or not
topics, personal, social, academic or professional lives. Only excessive background noise,
inadequate discourse structure and idiomatic use of language affecting their ability to
understand.

Descriptor devel oped according to the CEFR and the I nstituto Cervantes:

Understands much of the content of speeches and |ectures, and even follows complex lines of
argument provided the topic is reasonably familiar, though linguistically complex, the
pronunciation should be formal in the standard register, the theme be reasonably well known and
development of the speech articulated with explicit markers.

Understands almost all television news and current affairs programs, as well as most of the films
and plays spoken in a standard dialect.

Deals with news, interviews, documentaries and debates in which postures and specific views
are adopted.

Apart from the content is able to identify points of view and attitudes of the speaker.
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Reading comprehension.
General CEFR descriptor:
- Read with a high degree of independence, adapting style and speed of reading to different texts
and purposes, and using appropriate reference sources selectively.
- Hasabroad active reading vocabulary, but may have some difficulty with some common
idioms.

Descriptor developed according to the CEFR and the Instituto Cervantes:

- Manages with some ease often used information sources required to perform the majority of
transactions, provided that details and clarifications can be obtained by interacting with the
people responsible.

- Understands extensive and complex instructions that are within their speciality. Clearly
identifies in the texts the clauses that contain the main ideas and distinguishes them from those
containing details.

- Handles articles, reports on current topics in which postures and specific views are adopted.

- Thetextsaretargeted at areader with minimal studies, with clear structure, explicit and implicit
information may appear if it is easy to fathom the meaning, but is not yet able to understand
difficult texts (scientific texts, critics, with double senses, etc.)

Spoken Interaction
General CEFR descriptor:
- Takespart in discussions with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that allows regular interaction
with native speakers without causing stress for either party.
- Highlights the personal importance of certain events and experiences, expressing and defending
points of view with clarity, providing adequate explanations and arguments.
- Speaksfluently, accurately and effectively on awide range of general topics, academic,
professional or leisure, clearly marking the relationship between idess.
- Communicates spontaneously and has good grammatical control without much sign of having to
restrict what they say and adopting alevel of formality appropriate to the circumstances.
- Iscapable of reacting with common formal and colloquia expressions, but still not quite able to
use vulgar / colloquial or very formal expressionsin all contexts.

Descriptor developed according to the CEFR and the Instituto Cervantes:

- Cantake active part in discussions in familiar contexts, accounting for and sustaining their points
of view, and showing sufficient cooperation skills (reacts to what is said, provides afairly clear
relationship between what they say and the interventions of others, using adequate cohesive
devices, etc..).

- Isableto consider the effect of their comments and take into account the characteristics of many
of the socia situations to modify the register and the level of formality to the conventions of the
community to which they belong.

- Speaksfluently, accurately and effectively on general topics, and also about academic and
professional topics, able to exchange complex information and advice on al matters related to
their speciality or profession.

- Makes effective and fluid interviews, even spontaneously moving away from prepared questions,
following the thread and giving relevant answers.

- Hasenough language ability to pose the details of a problem, make complaints and to resolve
conflict situations using their ability to argue and persuasive language.

- Hasalevel of awareness of the language that allows them to avoid mistakes that lead to
misunderstandings and uses sufficient resources to overcome situations of ambiguity and clarify
what the speaker has meant to say.

Oral Production
General CEFR descriptor:

- Givesclear, detailed descriptions and presentations on awide range of issues related to their
speciality, expanding and defending their ideas with complementary aspects and relevant
examples.

- Givesclear systematically developed descriptions and presentations, properly highlighting the
significant aspects and relevant details that support them.




CURRICULUM DE LOS CURSOS DE LENGUA ESPANOLA - Centro de Lenguas Modernas - Universidad de Granada

5°6 i L‘N

S @
“$G" UNIVERSIDAD AR Ehane
% r “ %‘.5 DE GRANADA 4? MODERNAS

Descriptor devel oped according to the CEFR and the I nstituto Cervantes:

Can explain aviewpoint on atopical issue giving the advantages and disadvantages of various
options.

Presents alevel of awareness of the language that allows them to avoid mistakes that lead to
misunderstandings and can most of the time avoid ambiguity and is able to express him/her self
with arguments and nuances.

When speaking publicly, can deliver previously prepared presentations, arguing for or against a
particular point of view or showing the advantages and disadvantages of various options,
emphasizing the significant aspects and providing relevant details that support them.

Expresses ideas and opinions with precision, presents lines of argument of some complexity and
responds to them with conviction.

I's able to move away spontaneously from a prepared text and follow interesting ideas suggested
by members of the public, often showing remarkable fluency and a certain ease of expression.

Written production
General CEFR descriptor:

- Writes clear, detailed text on avariety of topicsrelated to their speciality, synthesizing and evaluating
information and arguments from various sources.

Descriptor developed according to the CEFR and the Instituto Cervantes:

Can write essays and reports passing on information or giving reasons in support of or against a
particular point of view.

Can write letters highlighting the importance given to certain events and experiences.

Can take notes in lectures on specialized topics, athough tends to hesitate at the words and lose
part of the information.

Can write areview of amovie, abook or aplay.

Writes clear, detailed descriptions of real or imaginary events and experiences in clear and
structured text, marking the relationship between ideas and following established norms of the
chosen literary genre.

3.2TEXTUAL PRODUCTION

Text production: (C = Comprehension, E = Expression)

Newspaper articles. (C/ E)

Letters. (C/E)

Notes. (C/E)

E-mails. (C/E)

Mobile messages. (C/ E)

Brief reportsrelated to their speciality. (C/ E)
Monolingual dictionaries. (C)

Commentsin virtual forums. (C/ E)

Oral production: (C = Comprehension, E = Expression)

Voice mail messages. (C/E)

Debates. (C/ E)

Conferences. (C/E)

Pressand radio interviews. (C/ E)
Transactiona telephone conversations. (C/ E)
Debatein formal register. (C/ E)

Slogans. (C/ E)

Advertisements. (C/ E)
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3.3. ADDITIONAL IMMERSION TASK S (same examples asfor level 6)

Preparation and delivery of surveysto people of different ages and gender to obtain data about a
particular issue related to the city (traffic, buses, street cleaning, number of barsin the
neighbourhood, street drinking, local holiday celebrations, etc.).

Interview native speakers to find home remedies for health problems, everyday problems, etc.
Gather information from native speakers on typical local recipes to check similarities or
differencesin their preparation (paella, gazpacho, etc.).

Activities of linguistic mediation between speakers of Spanish and speakers of another language.
Gather information from native speakers and catering establishments on recipes.

Visit nearby cultural centres and exhibitions (Museo dela Casa de los Tiros, José Guerrero
Cultural Centre, Centro de los Condes de Gabia, Caja Granada Exhibition Centre) to perform a
given task, with prior preparation and subsequent reflection in class.

Fill in reclamation forms and complaints to the school or other public institutions.

4. PRAGMATIC COMPETENCE. NOTIONSAND FUNCTIONS

Asking and giving information

Talk about actionsin the past and recount dreams, anecdotes, information or narratives in the
past.

Express the onset and duration of actions in the present and in the past.

Recount historical events.

Relate actions in time using precise indicators (antes de, cuando, en cuanto, justo al...).
Place an action in the possible or unlikely future.

Interpret and understand fundamental varieties of Spanish.

Write news and reports.

Describe hypothetical situationsin the present and in the future: S tuviera tiempo, me
coger ia/cogia unos dias de vacaciones..

Describe imaginary situationsin the past: si hubiera tenido esa oportunidad, habria...
Fix situations: no... sino (que).

Structuring a conference or aformal presentation on atopic of expertise.

Expressing opinion, attitudes and stating knowledge

Order and connect the information in a speech.

Express agreement and disagreement in an emphatic, assertive, nuanced and smooth manner.
Provide a counter-argument with comprehensive reasoning.

Express possibility: de haberlo sabido...; ojala o hubiera sabido.; si lo hubiera sabido...
Structure information in aformal register: contrasting information and data, highlighting aspects,
reformulating, drawing conclusions, illustrating with examples.

Exprng likes, didikes and fedlings

Express feelings about hypothetical situations in the past: me habria encantado que..., etc Assess
situations, including hypothetical past: hubiera estado bien, qué bien si hubiera sido posi ble, etc.
Express likes and interests, with all the necessary references desearia que..., en caso de que
fuera posible, me vendria bien que..., et.c

Assess stages of life.

Asking theinterlocutor to do something

Propose and suggest, advise, give an order or a specific instruction with varying degrees of
authority, to avoid aresponsibility or challenge the social hierarchy of the party.

Discursive strategiesin order to insist in arequest.

Send and transmit messages from others: greetings, memories, comments, acknowledgments,
invitations, advice, arguments, etc. information.

Recommend and advise: Deberia(s) haber + participio.
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I nteracting with others
- Refer to customs and personal and collective habits.
- Ask permission: ¢te importaria que + subjuntivo?
- Communication strategies. ask the caller for clarification, circumlocution, check the interlocutor
understands.
- Express gratitude and respond to thanks.
- Apologize.
- Give condolences.
- Propose atoast.
- Responding to good wishes.

5.GRAMMATICAL COMPETENCE

Nouns
- Meaning of plural: plural lexicons.
- Unchanging nouns: la crisig/las crisis.
- Lexicon with figurative sense: andarse por lasramas...

Adjectives
- A comparative term introduced by de: Es mas guapo de lo que me dijiste.

Articles
- El (hecho) de que > € que...: € hecho de que/el que lo sepa no significa nada.
- Indeterminate articles with emphatic meaning: j Tenia un suefio tremendo!, j Tenia un suefio...!
- Neutral lo with adjective/preposition de: lo mejor (de), lo raro (de), lo de Jorge

Possessives
- Combination with adjectives. un amigo suyo muy simpatico
- Combination with specific nouns: cuatro hijos suyos, algunas cosas mias, esas gafas tuyas

Quantifiers
- Numerical constructions con veces: Tres veces mas.
- Cualquier/cualquiera.
- Fractions: mitad, tercio, doceavo...
- Numerical constructions with fractions: Una quinta parte de...

Pronouns
- Semantic differentiating pronouns with verbs of movement (ir/irse, venir/venirse) and other
verbs: comer/comerse, morir/morirse, saber/saberse.
- TheDirect Object ‘10’ as a substitute for an attribute: Lo soy; alternating with todo: (lo) pierde
todo; absolute constructions: Al cerrarla.
- Ello anaphoric discourse in formal register: Estall6 la guerra, y ello condujo al pais al desastre.
- Absenceto not specify the Indirect Object: Este tema no interesa, Las rubias gustan mas.

Adverbs;
- Contrast hace, desde hace, desde.
- Useof nomasin Latin America.
- Time markersto indicate the present onset and the future duration of an action: a partir de
ahora, de ahora en adelante, desde este mismo momento, etc.

Per sonal forms of verbs
- Past Continuous: dreamlike or entertainment value. Usein journalistic language.
- Historical Present.
- Present with value of past to update information: Le Ilamo para disculparme y me cuelga el
teléfono.
- Usesof the conditional: habria que/deberia+ infinitivo/infinitivo compuesto.
- Past continuous and past perfect subjunctive in conditional sentences.
- Past perfect subjunctive: expansion of uses in subordinate clauses.
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I mper sonal forms of theverb
- Usesof the gerund and participle to describe states and devel opment of an action.
- Infinitive imperatives: j A comer!
- Compound infinitive.
- Gerund with adverbial meaning: Habl6 tartamudeando.
- Participle as adverbial complement: Mir6 satisfecho.

Simple and subordinate clauses

- Contrast between impersonal passive and periphrastic passive.

- Summary and reinforcement of impersonal sentences with se.

- Formal changes of verbs and pronouns in the use of indirect speech.

- Adverbs: conditionals (siempre que, siemprey cuando, con tal de que + subjuntivo), causal (por
+ sustantivo, ya que, puesto que, dado que...), concessive (a pesar de (que) +
infinitivo/indicativo/subjuntivo, aunque + indicativo/subjuntivo).

- Compound infinitive of main verbs in subordinate or dependent clauses: De haberlo sabido...,
Después de haberlo hecho..., Se disculpd por haberlo dicho..., Admitié haber tenido algo que
ver..., En caso de haber visto..., etc.

Other topics:

- Verbswith particular uses and prepositional requirements: pasar/pasarlo, quedar/quedarse,
par ecer/parecer se, etc

- Verbs of information transmission.

- Verbsto convey communicative intentions of others: comentar, dar las gracias por, despedirse
de, explicar, felicitar, etc.

- Formulas and response strategies to show agreement / disagreement.

- Formulas and response strategies to present a counter-argument.

- jQué+ adj./adverbio + sustantivo! jQué + sustantivo + tan/méas + adjetivo!

- Connectors to sequence and order the actionsin a story.

- Basic differences of vocabulary, grammar and morphology in the different varieties of Spanish
(Spain and Latin America).

6. PHONOLOGICAL AND ORTOGRAPHIC COMPETENCES (samefor 4—-7)

Intonation

Segmentation of speech: melodic patterns corresponding to subordinate clauses as well as clauses and
constructionsin parenthetical positions.

I dentification and production of melodic patterns corresponding to different types of assertion
(categorical insinuation, uncertainty, enumerations).

I dentification and production of melodic patterns corresponding to the declarative interrogative
intonation, with digunctive traits and courtesy.

I dentification and production of characteristic melodic patterns of different speech acts covered in the
curriculum level.

Syllable and accent

Syllabification of vowels sequential: no diphthong between two vowels, diphthongs presence between
open and closed vowels, presence of hiatus with tonic closed vowels, triphthongs.

Relationship between the prosodic accent and the diacritic accent on acute, plain, and ‘ pre-
antepenultimate’ antepenultimate words and in diphthongs, hiatuses and triphthongs.

Tonic grammatical categories (verbs, nouns, prepositions, tonic pronouns) and unstressed (articles,
prepositions, conjunctions...)

Rhythm, pauses and time

Perception and production of pauses in phonic units: communicative possibilities and implications (el
nifio vs. e//nifio.).

Distinction between defining relatives and explanatory relatives.
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Phonemes

Cases of relaxation of unstressed vowelsin fast and familiar pronunciation.

Castilian lisp.

Orthographic competence

Spelling of foreign words and L atinisms.

Italicsin titles, names of periodicals and un-adapted foreign words. Hyphenation at the end of line.
Date expression, numerals, signs and numbers. General rules of written accent.

Knowledge of common abbreviationsin letters: PD / PS, Rte/ etc.



